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Abstract. Male field crickets, Gryllus integer, call and attract mates, or they
silently intercept females attracted to calling males. Selection experiments demon-
strate that the duration of nightly calling has an importdant genetic component. Méan
calling times in high and low lines were significantly différent and had realized
heritabilities of 0.50 and 0.53, respectively. Selection can operate in such a way that
each of the alternative forms of male reproducttve behavior is associated with a
specific genetic substrate. This has not yet been shown for other species in which
males adopt contrasting modeés of mating behavior.

Conspecific males in the same popula-
tioh may have different types of mating
behavior. Some male field crickets, Gryl-
lus integer, call very regularly and at-
tract females, whereas other males (sat-
ellites) call infrequently, or not at all, and
intercept females attracted by the calling
of neighboring males (/). The male G.
integer show definite tendencies for
calling or for satellite behavior (2, 3), but
population density, male aggression, and
time since sunset influence the duration
of calling (2—¢). Similar patterns occur in
vertebrates and other invertebrates (2, 3,
5, 6), and a genetic model has been
proposed to explain the coexistence of
alternative male reproductive strategies
(7). There is, however, no direct evi-
dence that this type of variation in male
behavior has a genetic component. I now
report the results of selection experi-
ments demonstrating that male field

crickets differ genetically with respect to
the amount of time they call each night.

Gryllus integer were raised in the labo-
ratory from eggs laid by females that
were collected in San Antonio, Texas,

“during July 1979. After the final molt,

males were placed in separate 4.2-liter
glass jars fitted with sound-operated re-
lays to monitor the total calling time each
night (8). In the initial generation, males
were monitored for 21 to 45 days. Most
males began calling at 3 to 6 days of adult
age, a time corresponding to the initial
production of spermatophores (9, 10).
There were nightly variations in individ-
ual calling times, but average calling did
not correlate with age or weight of the
males (9). Calling time was therefore
computed as the average calling per
night from 7 to 16 days of adult age for
each male (/1) (Fig. 1).

Two to four males from each end of
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C Fig. 1. Frequency distribution
of mean calling time per night
for G. integer on days 7 to 16
of adult age. (A) Parental gen-
eration. (B to E) First through

Number of males

fourth generation of selection
(low line is shown by closed
bars; males who never called
are included in the 0.5 inter-
val).
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the distribution were mated with nonsis-
ter virgins from stock cultures. The same
procedure was followed with succeeding
generations. High and low lines differed
significantly in calling time per night
each generation (Mann-Whitney U test,
z = 3.16,5.22, 5.38, and 5.24 for genera-
tions 1 to 4, respectively; P < .0003 in
all cases) (Fig. 2). Realized heritabilities,
calculated as the ratio of selection re-
sponse to the selection differential (12),
were 0.50 and 0.53 for the high and low
calling lines, respectively.

These data demonstrate that the
amount of calling in G. integer has an
important genetic component. Calling
and satellite behavior in G. integer are
probably separate genetic strategies
whose expression is conditional on ex-
trinsic variables. For example, males
progammed as satellites should be se-
lected to call if singing males are not
present. Isolation from conspecifics re-
sults in increased calling behavior in
male field crickets (2—4). Observations in
a large outdoor arena on another group
of males, both before and after place-
ment in sound-monitored jars, showed
that males called more when they were
isolated in jars. Calling times in the jars
and in the arena were, however, posi-
tively and significantly correlated (9).
The percentage of males who never
called varied from 7 percent in the paren-
tal generation, to 3, 44, 11.6, and 33.3
percent in generations 1 to 4, respective-
ly, of the low line. Only one male in the
high selected line never called. Most
males should call, at least infrequently,
when isolated in laboratory jars (I3).

- The hypothesis that little genetic vari-
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ation should underlie traits under sexual
selection (/4) assumes that there is a high
level of sexual selection and an other-
wise stable or predictable environment.
Such conditions may be met in the bull-
frog, Rana catesbeiana; male bullfrogs
live for several years and switch from
satellite to calling behavior as they grow
older and larger (6). Alternative forms of
male behavior in R. catesbeiana appar-
ently reflect low genetic variation. Ge-
netic homogeneity of male sexual traits
is, however, a largely untested hypothe-
sis. A counterproposal is that fluctuating
selection may be responsible for main-
taining genetic variation underlying male
sexual traits (I5). One form of shifting
selection in G. integer is represented by
parasitoid flies, Euphasiopteryx ochra-
cea, which orient to the cricket calling
song. Female flies deposit larvae that
consume their hosts in about 7 days.
Calling G. integer are parasitized much
more often than satellites, but the fre-
quency of fly parasitism varies yearly (9,
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Fig. 2. Mean (= 1 standard error) calling time
per night for parental and selected generations
of G. integer (sample sizes are indicated).

16). In addition, the relative number of
matings by calling and satellite male G.
integer fluctuates greatly (2, 3, 9). Fluc-
tuating selection may be common in
many species, and my data indicate that
high genetic variation underlying male
sexual behavior may persist under these
conditions.
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