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1. The purpose of this presentation is to provide you with an understanding of the different types of agricultural pesticide applicator licenses that are regulated by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ Bureau of Compliance Monitoring.

2. If you’d like a written guide that explains this process, refer to EDIS Document PI-59. It may be viewed or printed from the web address listed in yellow font at the bottom of the screen.
3. All pesticides are governed under the Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act, known in its abbreviated term as FIFRA. FIFRA requires certification for purchasing and using restricted use pesticides. After being approved by EPA, each state will have a specific certification program. The state-specific certification program may be more stringent than the basic EPA requirements, should any state wish to do and Florida does. Each state is also responsible for ensuring the competency of applicators. Florida does this through the examination process, which will be discussed a little later. 
4. It’s important to have an understanding of restricted use pesticides. This is because their purchase and use in agricultural categories requires certification. Some, but not all, pesticides are classified as restricted use because they may pose a threat to the environment or human health if not used properly. In this example, the pesticide is classified as restricted because it has been determined that it poses ground and surface water concerns.

5. An EDIS Document that provides a listing of restricted use pesticides in Florida is PI-36. The document may be obtained from the web address listed in yellow font at the bottom of the screen.

6. Florida is a complex state regarding pesticide applicator licenses. There are three major categories of licenses that vary depending on the type of work that an applicator engages. They are private applicator, commercial applicator, or public applicator licenses. This presentation will describe each of these and provide examples of types of work where they would be appropriate.

7. Private applicators are those licensed for legally applying restricted use pesticides by ground application for the purpose of producing an agricultural commodity on property owned or rented by the applicator or the applicator’s employer. 
8. The license is appropriate for owners and employees of farms, ranches, groves, nurseries, gardens, and other establishments that produce agricultural commodities.
9. Licenses are site specific. The private license is valid for application of restricted use pesticides for ornamental and turf production, such as nurseries and sod farms. A different type of license is necessary for restricted use pesticide application on golf courses, parks, cemeteries, and athletic fields and maintenance of ornamentals on those types of sites.

10. A public applicator is a licensed applicator employed by a federal, state, county, city, or other local agency or government entity who uses restricted use pesticides on the job. The license is valid for work performed for the government agency during the course of employment.

11. The following must have a public applicator license if applying restricted use pesticides: employees of municipal electric companies, city and county parks, government-owned railways, state and federal highway departments, mosquito control districts, and state university employee who use restricted use pesticides on the job. These may include people who are employed by the University of Florida and federal and state personnel conducting pest eradication or control using restricted use pesticides.

12. A commercial applicator is a person who uses restricted use pesticides in any agricultural or related area for any purpose other than as provided by the other license classifications. This includes contract application of restricted use pesticides for someone else when someone other than the owner or an employee of the firm makes the application. This license is also for those who make non-contract application of restricted use pesticides for any purpose other than agricultural production, but not including work-related applications made by government employees. In many cases, a commercial license may substitute for a public or private applicator license if desired.
13. Examples of common situations that occur in Florida where a commercial license is required include aerial application, aquatic weed control service, cemetery maintenance, recreational park maintenance including athletic fields, golf courses, agrichemical facilities that make custom applications, contract right-of-way pest control for government agencies or utilities, seed treatment companies, and field or greenhouse research and demonstration by private industry representatives.

14. An applicator may make applications of restricted use pesticides only in the categories for which he has been licensed. For example a golf course applicator must be licensed in the ornamental and turf category to apply restricted use pesticides to the golf course. If he applies a restricted use pesticide to a pond on the golf course, he must also be licensed in the aquatic category.

15. These are the various agricultural commercial categories that are regulated by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ Bureau of Compliance Monitoring. As you can see, there are many types of work that commercial applicators are engaged in. The demonstration and research category is considered a secondary category and must accompany at least one of the other categories. The other categories should be chosen based on the type of work that is done. For example a person who uses restricted use pesticides for demonstration and research purposes in citrus groves would also be required to have the agricultural tree crop category.
16. Let’s take a few minutes to review what we have learned so far. First question, restricted use pesticides are classified as such because: A. they are about to be removed from the market by EPA. B. they may cause adverse environmental effects. C. they may cause adverse effects to humans. D. both B and C. The correct answer is D. They are classified as restricted because of either or both of those reasons.
17. Here’s the second question. What would be the most appropriate type of applicator license for the following agricultural applicator? Mike is growing a small vegetable operation for fresh market sales during his time off from his regular job in Bartow. He’ll be applying a few insecticides and fungicides, but they aren’t restricted use pesticides. Would he need a: A. private applicator license. B. commercial applicator license. C. no license would be needed. D. public applicator license. The correct answer is C. Since Mike is not applying restricted use pesticides, by law no applicator license is required. This may be the case, but we encourage anyone using agricultural pesticides to become certified in case they will have future needs of purchasing and using restricted products. The certification process is also valuable from an educational standpoint in learning the safe and proper use of pesticides.
18. Let’s try the third question. What would be the most appropriate type of applicator license for the following agricultural applicator? Bill owns an agrichemical coop in Ft. Pierce. He makes contract air-blast applications to citrus, occasionally applying restricted use products. Would he need a: A. private applicator license. B. commercial applicator license. C. no license would be needed. D. public applicator license. The correct answer is B. Because Bill works for hire and is monetarily compensated for his work, and the fact that he applies restricted use pesticides he would need a commercial applicator license.
19. Let’s follow up by asking what type of category does Bill under from the previous scenario. Would it be: A. agricultural row crop pest control. B. agricultural tree crop pest control. C. forest pest control. D. natural areas weed control. The correct answer in this case would be B, agricultural tree crop pest control, since he makes applications to citrus. If Bill also were to make applications of restricted use pesticides in his area to row crops, such as strawberries or various vegetable crops, then he would also need an agricultural row crop pest control category.

20. Let’s try one more before moving on to the next section. Phyllis has been hired as an employee of Lee County to make restricted use pesticide applications to canals for the purpose of weed control. Which type of license does she need? A. private applicator license. B. commercial applicator license. C. public applicator license. D. no license would be needed. The correct license in this case would be C – the public operator license because she works for a public agency. The category that she should be prepared for is aquatic pest control, since she applies restricted use pesticides to water.
21. We’ll now discuss the process that aspiring applicators must undertake to become certified and licensed to purchase and use restricted use pesticides. 
22. An EDIS Document describing this process is shown here along with the web address for downloading. Training for the agricultural categories is conducted by the University of Florida/IFAS Cooperation Extension Service. Initial training for becoming certified is not mandatory. 

23. Applicators may obtain the study material from the IFAS Extension Bookstore. The telephone and fax numbers along with the web address are shown on this slide. 

24. The category study material for the categories chlorine gas infusion, sewer root control, and regulatory inspection and sampling are available from the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services by calling (850) 488-3314.
25. Regardless of type of license, practically all applicators in agricultural categories will need a copy of Applying Pesticides Correctly. It is also called the “Core Manual” and it contains general standards information regarding the safe and proper use of pesticides. With the exception of the organotin antifouling paint, chlorine gas infusion, and sewer root control categories, all applicators are required to pass the core exam which is based upon this manual. In addition to the core exam, commercial and public applicators must pass at least one category exam based upon the type of work they do. Commercial and public applicators may become licensed in as many categories as desired, provided they pass the appropriate exams. Private applicators must pass the core exam and the private applicator agricultural pest control exam.
26. The core exam is given in all Cooperative Extension offices throughout the state. Category exams are given in select Cooperative Extension Service offices. Contact an office near you to determine which category exams are offered and the dates and times offered. There is no cost to take exams given in the agricultural categories.
27. The format of the exams is as follows: there are 50 multiple choice questions on the core, category and private applicator exams. There are some calculations necessary with some questions, therefore you will be provided with a calculator at the test site. Do not bring your own; your personal calculator or other hand-held devices are not permitted. With each question, you have you have a choice of four answers. There is only one correct answer per question. Passing is achieved by scoring 70% correct, therefore missing more than 15 questions on any test will result in a failing grade.
28. The exam answer sheets are mailed in by the exam administrator at each site. They will be graded by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services. At the time individuals take exams, they are given the option of providing a password which may by used to obtain exam scores online. If waiting for results by mail, 2 to 3 weeks is usually necessary before results are obtained. Applicators should not request exam scores by telephone.
29. License fees for the private and public applicator licenses are $60 and the commercial applicator license is $160. The license is valid for 4 years.

30. Let’s review what we have learned about becoming certified. Which exams does a private applicator take to become certified? A. private applicator only. B. core only. C. no exams required. D. both private applicator and core. The correct answer here is D. Both the private applicator and core exam are required.

31. Is the statement, all applicators must take the core exam, true or false? It would be false, because those who become certified in the categories, organotin antifouling paint, chlorine gas infusion, and sewer root control, do not need to take the core exam. However, these categories have only small memberships of applicators. The vast majority of Florida’s applicators are required to take the core exam.

32. Let’s move ahead and discuss how applicators in the agricultural categories keep their licenses valid. The EDIS Document shown here provides a general overview of the subject and may be read online or downloaded from the web address shown here. 
33. Recertification is the process that is used and it is a demonstration of continued competency in the safe and proper use of pesticides. It may be accomplished by retaking the certification exams or accumulating a specified number of continuing education units (CEUs) during the license period.
34. Most applicators opt to obtain CEUs rather than retaking the initial exams. CEU opportunities are plentiful for certain categories, particularly the larger ones, such as private applicator and ornamental and turf. Some of the smaller categories which may only have a very small number of applicators can be more difficult. CEU opportunities are provided by Cooperative Extension, commodity associations, and private industry. Various venues are approved by the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services, including meetings, workshops, seminars, online courses and others.

35. Applicators can go to the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Service’s CEU database to learn of approved programs. Many opportunities do exist and in many cases, applicators will have a choice of the type of program in which they participate. This slide shows the website for checking available programs along with its address. After going into the site, applicators then may choose locations, categories they are interested in, sponsoring organizations, and the date of the program offering.
36. Let’s look at the number of CEUs required, because it does vary by the license type and the categories involved. This table will summarize the number of CEUs that must be earned over the 4-year license period. Regardless of category, all applicators must accumulate 4 core CEUs over the 4-year cycle. Then in addition, the applicator will need to obtain the necessary category CEU shown on this slide. 

37. For example, a private applicator would need 4 core CEUs and 4 private applicator CEUs for a total of 8 CEUs. No substitutions are allowed. As an example, if a private applicator has earned his 4 private applicator CEUs, but has only 2 core CEUs, he may retake the core exam rather than earn the additional 2 core CEUs. Another example is an applicator that is licensed in more than one category, such as ag row and ag tree pest control. This sort of license will require that 4 core CEUs, 8 ag row CEUs, and 8 ag plant CEUs be accumulated during the 4-year life of the license. If the applicator were to come up short in CEUs in any of those 3 required areas, he may retake the appropriate exam to renew.
38. Let’s finish up with a few questions for review. How many CEUs would be required to renew an ornamental and turf license? A. 4 core plus 4 ornamental and turf. B. 4 core plus 8 ornamental and turf. C. 4 core plus 12 ornamental and turf. D. 4 core plus 16 ornamental and turf. The correct answer is C. An applicator with the ornamental and turf category must complete 4 core CEUs along with the 12 ornamental and turf CEUs.

39. Let’s try one more. By state law, aerial applicators in Florida must also have a category license for the type of site they treat by air if they are making pest management decisions on those sites. So, how many CEUs would be necessary for an aerial applicator that makes pest management decisions and makes applications only to citrus? A. 4 core plus 8 ag tree. B. 4 core plus 16 aerial. C. 4 core plus 8 ag tree plus 16 aerial. D. 16 aerial. The correct answer is C. He would need 4 core like all applicators, 8 ag tree since that is the site he treats, and 16 aerial, since he makes applications by air. Aerial applicators that strictly fly the plane or chopper and make no pest management decisions would not be required to have the extra category. If that were the case in this example, this applicator would need 4 core plus 16 aerial CEUs.
40. If there are questions concerning agricultural pesticide applicator certification and licensing, please contact the University of Florida/IFAS Pesticide Information Office at (352) 392-4721 or the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services’ Bureau of Compliance Monitoring at (850) 488-3314. Information is also available by going to each of the web addresses listed here. 

41. Appreciation is expressed to the University of Missouri, Missouri Department of Agriculture, and Virginia Tech University for contributing photographs used in this presentation.
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