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‘Hawthorne woman..found dead..found in
a heavily shrubbed area exposed to rain,
heat and chill’

‘man found dead by pond..bled to death
from alligator bites’




Clinical Problem

» persons with dementia become lost
in the community

Research Studies

» Study 1 — Found Alive » Study 2 — Found Dead
- Safe Return discovery — newspaper articles




Research Studies

« Study 1 — Found Alive » Study 2 — Found Dead

Live Study

Dead Study




Where found?
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Natural areas

® bike path ® field
® cactus bed ® hitchhiked/quar

Found in urban areas

vacant lot

roadside

junkyard




Residence by state
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Live Study
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less 1 mile
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Live Study

5-7d

Dead Study

less than 6 hours

6-12 hours
12.1-18 hours
B.1-24 hours

3.1-4 weeks

2.1-3 weeks

1.1-2 weeks

Live Study

hood samaritan

Dead Study

business employee




Individual Stories - walking

...was found by police around 4:30 am in
lower Manhattan

...found on a sidewalk close to
hospital...laceration on the back of his

Individual Stories - walking

...found wandering through the
streets...officer suspected she is intoxicated

...found searching through the garbage in
Brooklyn

...walking down sidewalk completely naked




Individual Stories - driving

...was found in Mexico driving his

...apparently drove into San Bernadino
county on his way to New York... stopped
and asked a couple for directions to NY

Individual Stories -
found dead

....badly decomposed remains were found
last night near the New Orleans
airport...someone had called the police

....body found in the corn field behind the
NH where he disappeared




Individual Stories -
found dead

reported that she was found

- was found in the woods, under
a brush 1/2 mile from the NH where he
lives ... gone from NH ~ 5 days

Stories from searches

« officers searched all nearby areas but not
successful; one officer went back on trail

leading between buildings and saw what looked

like a little footpath where some grass was bent

because the victim’s body was found in bushes,
the searchers at first didn't find him - he was
hard to spot



Stories from searches

« the field where victim was found had been
searched soon after her disappearance but she
was not found. We were probably within 40

officers and dogs unsuccessfully combed the
junkyard where victim was eventually found
— 300 yards from his home. An employee noted

an odor coming from a car several days later

and found the victim on the floorboard laying
inside the car.

Stories from searches

» victim was found 4 years after her

disappearance by 2 youths playing in field
about 1 mile from her home

— despite a massive search that used tracking




Successful search strategies

develop a search strategy

— cover an increasing circumference of where last
seen
« start with 1 mile

After initial search

» reconsider search strategy after
~ 6 hours
— identify natural areas within 1 mile range
— conduct intensive search




Conclusions

» community-wide effort required

— caregiver education
- register for Safe Return
* use resources

Conclusions, con't

» law enforcement

— education on problems that result from
dementia




FLIPS modules

» PowerPoint presentations

— basic presentation
-« caregivers, good samaritans, law enforcement
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Alzheimer's Caregiver Support Online
— Supperting Dementia Caregivers Throughout Florida

. Caregiver Support Welcome to AlzOnline.net.

Through this website, you will he
able to participate in our on-line
caregiver education and support
classes and obtain links to
Alzheimer's caregiver resources in
your local area.
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Welcome to the AlzOnline Information webpage

v

Helpful Publications and Infermation:

"Helping People With Progressive Memory Disorders” A quide for vou and your
farmily

Florida Injury Prevention Programs for Seniors (FLIPS >

Warning Signs of Dementia

Checklist on Family Matters
Tips for Memary Loss

Department of Elder Affair's: Elder Update

"Disaster Preparedness Guide for Elders" (FDF, 1.38MB)

The Hartford's: Alzheimer's, Dementia & Driving"

Resource Links te Library Services:

Alzheimer's ociation's: Benjamin B. Green-Field Library and Eesource Center

Mational Library of Medicing's: MEDLINEplus Health Information

MEDLINEplus Alzheimer's Disease Link
MEDLIMNEplus Caregivers Link
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