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Mr. Potato Head’s 50th Anniversary!

“Adding Life to Years”

• United States and International 
Demographic Context

• The Future of Aging is Florida . . . 
and the Future of Florida is Aging

• Opportunities for Community-
Based Education and Intervention
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“The future ain’t what it used to be . . .

and besides, 

It’s way ahead of schedule.

- Yogi Berra
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The Future of Aging 
is Florida . . . 

and
the Future of Florida
is Aging

Aging in Florida

• 676 NHs/82,820 Beds
• 75,000 ALF
• 450,000 in Poverty
• 750,000 Mobility/Dementia 
• 33% Live Alone
• $1.634B Medicaid NH 2000
• 80% of LTC provided by 

Family
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Florida’s Long-Term
Care Crisis

• 88/12 Ratio 
(NH/Alternatives)

• 20% of NHs in Bankruptcy
• Liability Insurance + 1400%
• Chapter 400
• Public Perception
• Staffing/CNAs ($7.84/hour)
• Non-Profit/For Profit/ALF
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Florida:  65+ Population
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hIncrease Funding & Staffing 
hRequire Palliative Care/Hospice
hBalance NH/Alternatives
hApplied Research
hILR/Senior Games/M. Gardener
hSingle Point of Entry
hSocial & Behavioral Int’s
hElders AND Families

Long-Term
Solutions
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Do not follow where 
the path may lead.  
Go, instead, where 
there is no path and 
leave a trail. 
- Anonymous

hWell Being Across 
Time: Examing Social 
Change
hHealth and Aging: 

Caring as a Model
hIndependent Living: 

Increasing Quality of 
Life
hAging Mind: Self and 

Cognition in Context

IoA & World Class Research
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“Adding Life to Years”

“One cannot control the length of life, but 
he can have something to say about its 

width and depth.”
- William Shakespeare
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