











The University of Florida’s ‘Master’ Programs

Catherine Nalen

LIKE MOST LAND-GRANT
universities, the University of
Florida, through the Institute of
Food and Agricultural Sciences
(IFAS), has a comprehensive
Extension program. Exten-

sion programs serve to extend
research and information from
the Universities to the public.
The “Master Programs” are an
integral part of IFAS Extension.
These include: Master Gardener,
Master Naturalist and Master
Beekeeper. Each program has its
own set of training require-
ments and certifications.

In Florida, the oldest of these
programs is the Master Gar-
dener Program. It was started in
1979 and is based on the “learn
and return” model implemented
by Washington State in 1973.
Simply put, all “Masters” within
any program are trained with
the intent to return the knowl-
edge they have learned to the
public, easing the burden of the
local county Extension agents.
With this model, Extension
agents can simply teach the
teacher.

Florida's Master Gardener
Program participation varies by
county. If a county chooses to
participate, a Master Gardener
Coordinator is selected to orga-
nize the program efforts. There
are no requirements to join
the Master Gardener Program
other than a general interest
in gardening and learning.
Participants complete a 50-hour
training course offered by their
local Extension office and serve

75 hours of volunteer service in
their first year. Certificates can
be renewed each year by com-
pleting 10 training hours and 35
volunteer hours each year.

The goal of the Florida Master
Naturalist Program (FMNP)
is to promote learning and
education on Floridas flora,
fauna, natural communities and
environment. The FMNP offers
training in three independent
ecosystem modules. Each
module is 40 contact hours and
includes videos, presentations,
student workbooks, field trips,
and a final project. Those who
choose to complete all three
modules become Florida Master
Naturalists and receive a plaque,
FMNP pin and listing in an
Honor Roll online database. The
FMNP also recently launched
two Special Topics classes:
Conservation Science and Envi-
ronmental Interpretation, with
two more coming in late 2010.

Finally there is the Master
Beekeeper Program (MBP),
created by the UF Honey Bee
Research and Extension Lab
(HBREL) and the Florida De-
partment of Agriculture - Divi-
sion of Plant Industry (FDACS-
DPI) in 2007. The program
was developed in response to a
need for educational outreach
within the Florida beekeeping
community. Since the Master
Beekeeper program is based
out of the HBREL, not through
local Extension offices, it is not
feasible to comply with requests
for lectures and seminars

around the state. Therefore, the
Master Beekeeper Program was
formed to provide an arsenal of
beekeepers willing and ready

to respond to the public in all
localities.

There are four levels to the
Master Beekeeper program:
Apprentice Beekeeper,
Advanced Beekeeper, Master
Beekeeper, and Master Crafts-
man Beekeeper. To enter the
program, students simply need
to have kept bees for one year,
and have their hives registered
with FDACS-DPI Apiary Sec-
tion. Each level has individual
requirements, many of which
involve public outreach. At the
Master level, students pick a ma-
jor and specialize in a specific
area of beekeeping. The final
Master Craftsman level requires
beekeepers to create and execute
a research or Extension project
that will be beneficial to the
public. Our Master Beekeep-
ers have provided educational
outreach to well over 2 million
citizens in the state of Florida!
Training and certification exams
are held twice a year: once
in the spring and once in the
fall. While I cannot cover all
the details in this article, I can
direct you to our website, www.
UFhoneybee.com, where you
can download all the informa-
tion and requirements for the
program and find contact infor-
mation for someone who can
answer any additional questions
you may have.

Happy Beekeeping!

. :
For more information on UF Master Programes, visit
www.SolutionsForYourLife.ufl.edu
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DR. JAMIE ELLIS
RESEARCH at the UF Honey Bee

Research and Extension Laboratory

BEFORE THERE WERE MEDICINES,
cell phones, automobiles, and
televisions, there was research
into pathogen control, informa-
tion transmission, locomotion,
and physics. We all benefit from
research. You do not believe
me? Many are reading this ar-
ticle through glasses or contacts.
Research made that possible.
Research underpins almost
everything. That statement is
equally true for beekeeping,
which is supported on years and
years of research. Ever wonder
how we know bee space is %
inch, or how we know spinning
frames will sling honey out of
combs? Why do we know how
to control many bee pests and
diseases? The answer is simple.
Someone invested time, energy
and resources to investigate
those topics.

At the UF Honey Bee
Research and Extension Labora-
tory (HBREL), we are engaged
actively in research. At any
given time, we manage 20 to
30 honey bee-related research
projects. Currently, our team
has five graduate students, three
technicians, three post docs,
and six undergraduate students,
all who research various topics
related to honey bees, beekeep-
ing, and pollinators in general.
What does this mean for you?
Hopefully it means answers that,
help you solve real-world prob-
lems. How does all of this work?
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The answer is not so simple, but
I will use the remainder of this
article and coming columns

in the Melitto Files to share
with you how and why we do
research.

The first step in conduct-
ing quality research is that one
must identify research needs.
We conduct research on topics
we feel best assist our clientele.
That includes beekeepers and
other groups such as farmers,
homeowners, seed companies,
regulators, government officials,
and commercial industries. We
regularly receive feedback from
interested parties, people who
have real-world problems that
need addressing. For example,
Varroa mites probably are the
#1 problem facing beekeepers.
Though true globally, it is not
always true on a local scale.
For example, I polled Florida
beekeepers two years ago about
research topics they thought
would be most important to
address. Varroa was number
four or five in most categories,
which means Florida beekeep-
ers rated other problems higher.
Instinctively, one might choose
to study the other problems
(starvation, poor management)
due to their higher ranking.
However, it is important to
realize that some of the higher
ranked problems are manage-
ment related, and therefore
could be fixed with proper

Dr. Jamie Ellis
UF Assistant Professor

education, not with further
research. Varroa mites are ever-
present and will be a problem
well into the future. So, with the
volume of information provided
by multiple sources, we would
decide to research Varroa.

The clear problem with des-
ignating a research topic is that
the area may not be important
to all people. Let’s face it, there
are 1,600 registered beekeepers
in Florida, which means there
are 1,600 people who have at
least three research projects that
they feel are the most important
and should be addressed im-
mediately. However, we have to
weigh any one person’s opinion
‘against that of the “industry”
as a whole, recognizing also
that a person’s opinions change
daily, if not hourly. Collectively,
this information permits us to
prioritize research topics. This
very problem is the primary
reason we have such diverse
research emphases in my lab.
The diversity permits my team
to cover many problems at one
time, thereby increasing the
chance that all beekeepers in
the state will benefit from at
least one project on our research
schedule.

To be continued ...
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Florida’s Important Beekeeping Committees, continued from page 1

Legislature in the 2008-2009
cycle, and at its last meeting,
July 2009, the issues of mosquito
spraying, small-scale bottling,
and regulations involving urban
beekeepers were raised. The
latter issue was proposed on a
preliminary basis for the legisla-
ture to consider and became HB
1339. However, it was not sup-
ported by many in the industry,
including FDACS, so the bill
died before going to committee.
Though this initiative failed for
the moment, the subject will

no doubt be taken up at future
Council meetings.

The activities of the Honey
Bee Technical Council are im-
portant in obtaining assistance
for Florida’s beekeepers from
regulators and educators in the
state. However, the Council has
no official capacity other than
being advisor to the Commis-
sioner of Agriculture.

Those appointed to the
Council include Bill Merritt
(Chairman), Jerry Hayes (Sec-
retary), Dr. Jamie Ellis, Tommy
Duggar, President, Florida State

Jerry Hayes

Florida Department of

Beekeepers Association, David
Mendes, Jerry Latner, Steve
Cantu and Nancy Gentry.

The Florida Farm Bureau’s
Apicultural Advisory Commit-

tee complements the activities of

both the Florida State Beekeep-
ers Association and the Honey
Bee Technical Council. It meets
to set policies that are then sent
to the national Farm Bureau,
which also at times has a com-
mittee with the same name.
Several people on this commit-
tee also serve on the Honey Bee
Technical Council.

Current policies being sup-
ported by the Committee for
2010 include labeling chemicals
appropriately to protect honey
bees, promoting IPM for all
pesticide operators, advocating
regulation to promote honey
quality, cooperating with wild-
life officers on bear issues, work-
ing to establish bee locations on
public lands, adopting a honey
standard, supporting a honey
loan program, urging local
authorities to restrain from ban-
ning beekeeping, encouraging

strict enforcement
of laws protecting
beekeepers,
and funding
research at
both the
national
and
local level.
The Apicultural Advi-
sory Committee is part of the
programs of the Florida Farm
Bureau Federation and so has
no official capacity in terms
of regulating or educating
beekeepers. Nevertheless, all
Florida beekeepers are urged to
join this association and par-
ticipate at their county level for
maximum impact. For informa-
tion, contact Frankie Hall, Ag-
ricultural Policy, Florida Farm
Bureau, phone 352-378-8100,
http://floridafarmbureau.org.
The Chair of this committee is:
Mr. Laurence Cutts
1533 Clayton Rd.
Chipley, FL 32428
850-596-0348
laurencepcutts@
hotmail.com

Jamie Ellis, Ph.D.

University of Florida Institute of

Agriculture & Consumer Services

1911 SW 34 Street

PO Box 147100
Gainesville, FL 32614-7100
352-372-3505 x128
hayesg@doacs.state.fl.us

Food & Agricultural Sciences

Bldg. 970, Natural Area Drive
PO Box 110620

Gainesville, FL 32611-0620
352-273-3924
jdellis@ufl.edu

www.Afbee.com
www.ufhoneybee.com
http://solutionsforyourlife.ufl.edu/
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