Pesticide Recordkeeping for Certified Pesticide Applicators – Script
1. Title slide.

2. Changes to the 1990 Farm Bill by the USDA included “Recordkeeping Requirements for Certified Applicators of Federally Restricted-Use Pesticides” which became law May 11, 1995. Also, the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services (FDACS) under the authority of the Florida Pesticide Law, requires certified pesticide applicators to maintain records relating to the application of all restricted-use pesticides. These requirements are unrelated to the Worker Protection Standard requirements which provide specific information to agricultural workers and pesticide handlers about applications made to fields, forests, greenhouses and nurseries.

3. Restricted-use pesticides are for sale and use only by certified applicators or persons under their direct supervision and only for those purposes covered by the applicator’s certification. When a pesticide is classified as “restricted,” the label will have a box stating the classification on the front panel. Below this heading may be a statement describing the reason for the restricted classification.

4. There are some obvious advantages of keeping records of pesticide applications. Records help to manage pesticides. An applicator can keep track of different treatments and results through records. This will help to know what worked and what didn’t. Records are a tool of IPM; knowing the rates, products, techniques, growing conditions enables a manager to better plan. If there is any fear about food safety, records can help calm consumer fear. Records are a safeguard if a producer is accused of an improper application that causes drift, personal injury or water quality problems. Accurate pesticide-use information can assist the EPA in its risk-assessment process for pesticides undergoing re-registration. These records can help preserve minor-use pesticides. Finally, the ability to provide information on the use of restricted-use pesticides when there has been an exposure incident greatly assists medical professionals.

5. Required information contents of the record include the name and the pesticide applicator license number of the licensee responsible for the pesticide application.

6. The name of the person who actually made the application, if other than the license holder must be recorded.

7. The calendar date and the start and end time of the application.
8. The location of the treatment site can be listed in a variety of ways. It may be listed as County, range, township and section; an identification system using maps and/or written descriptions that accurately identify the location of the treatment and distinguish the treatment site from other sites; the identification system established by the USA found in 7 CFR 110, which utilizes maps and numbering systems to identify field locations; or, the legal property description.

9. The crop, commodity, or type of target site treated.

10. The total size in acres, square feet, acre-feet, number of animals treated or other appropriate units of the treatment site.

11. The brand name and the EPA registration number of the pesticide product applied. 

12. The total amount of formulated product applied should be listed by the appropriate units, such as pounds, gallons, etc.

13. The application method used, such as broadcast by ground, or in the example shown here, soil injection.

14. Finally, if the application was made to property not owned or leased by the licensee, the name of the person requesting or authorizing the application should be recorded.

15. Commercial applicators must, within 30 days of the application of a restricted-use pesticide, provide a copy of the application record to the person for whom the application was made. Recording repetitive information that applies to all records is not necessary, as long as the information is recorded one time and there is a written record indicating that this information applies to other application as well. The information should be recorded within 2 working days after the date of the application, and may be incorporated into other business transaction records. All records must be retained for a period of 2 years and must be maintained in a manner that is accessible to authorized representatives.

16. There is no standard form that is required to keep the record. The most important point is to develop a system that incorporates all of the required items.

17. There are forms available from both the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services and Florida Farm Bureau by calling either at the numbers shown here.

18. Upon written request by an authorized FDACS representative, a licensed applicator must make available the restricted-use pesticide application records. The authorized representative may copy of photograph the records. Original records are to be kept by the applicator. In addition, the applicator must make available to a licensed health-care professional or other designated representative the records and any label information. This can occur when the licensed health-care professional determines the information is necessary for treatment or first aid to individuals who may have been involved in an exposure incident. The health-care professional may release the record to appropriate federal or state agencies that deal with pesticide use or any health issue related to the use of pesticides when necessary to prevent further injury or illness. A licensed health-care professional may also release the record or record information to submit pesticide poisoning incident reports to the appropriate federal or state agencies.
19. A certified applicator who violates any provision of the program will, in the case of the first offense, be asked to correct their violation(s) and be subject to a civil penalty of not more than $500. For subsequent offenses, an applicator may be subject to a greater civil penalty. The penalty may be adjusted if FDACS or USDA determines that the certified applicator made a good-faith effort to comply. Any violators who are penalized will be served with a signed, written notice of the violation and will have 21 days to request a hearing or respond to the charges.

20. If there are questions, they should be directed to the FDACS Bureau of Compliance Monitoring.

21. Credits.

