Ornamental & Turf Licenses for Florida Applicators – Script
1. This tutorial will review the types of licenses that are available for applicators who work in the ornamental and turf industry.
2. The content of this discussion is based upon chapter 24 from the Ornamental and Turfgrass Pest Management manual for pesticide applicator certification. It is an excellent reference done in full color and will provide benefit to those working in this industry. The manual may be purchased from the University of Florida/IFAS Extension Bookstore by calling 1-800-226-1764 or on-line at the address shown here.

3. After you complete this section, you should be able to:
*Name and describe each license.

*Explain which license you should have and why.

*List the qualifications for your license.

*Explain what you can do with your license.

*Explain what you cannot do with your license.
4. Florida has 2 laws that control licensing and regulation of people who apply pesticides to lawns and ornamental plants. The laws are the Florida Pesticide Law (Chapter 487) and the Florida Structural Pest Control Law (Chapter 482). The Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services carries out these laws.

5. Florida has 4 ornamental and turf pest control licenses. Which license you must have depends on what you do on the job and where you do it. Ornamental and Turf Licenses for Florida Applicators:
*Describes each license,
*Explains the qualifications for each license,
*Tells what you can and cannot do with each license, and
*Tells how to get in touch with the right places for more information.

6. This license is for people who apply or supervise the application of Restricted Use pesticides to golf courses, parks, athletic fields and cemeteries. The  license is not required if the applicator does not use Restricted Use pesticides on these sites. Restricted Use pesticides are more of a danger to the environment or people than other pesticides. Only certified applicators can buy these pesticides.

7. The FDACS Bureau of Compliance Monitoring issues Ornamental and Turf licenses. Four years after you get your first license, you have to renew. Before you get another license, you have to get more training - 16 continuing education units, or CEUs, or you may take and pass the exams again. Qualifications:
Pass 2 exams: the Core exam and Ornamental and Turf exam. No special qualifications are required to take these exams. With this license, the applicator may supervise up to 15 mixers, loaders and applicators at a time who do not have licenses.

8. Businesses that perform pest control on lawns and ornamental plants must have a license. Each licensed pest-control business must have a certified applicator in charge at each business location. The certified operator-in-charge for a licensed lawn and ornamental business must have a license in the lawn and ornamental pest control category. Each pest control business must also have a pest control license from the State of Florida.
9. The qualifications for this license are:
Pass an exam administered by the FDACS Bureau of Entomology and Pest Control. A PCO must have one of the following to take the  exam: 

*Worked for 3 years for a licensed business that performs lawn and ornamental pest control. The most recent year of work must have been in Florida. 

*4-year college degree in entomology, horticulture, agronomy or a related field PLUS 1 year working for a licensed business that performs lawn and ornamental pest control. 

*2-year degree in horticulture technology or a related field from a college or university PLUS 1 year working for a licensed business that performs lawn and ornamental pest control. 

*24 semester hours or 26 quarter hours in entomology, pest control technology, agronomy, botany, horticulture and related subjects, etc. PLUS 1 year working for a licensed business that performs lawn and ornamental pest control.

10. With this license the certified operator in-charge may supervise an unlimited number of employees performing lawn and ornamental pest control from the business location. Each employee must have an identification card issued by the FDACS Bureau of Entomology and Pest Control. This bureau issues and regulates the PCO Lawn and Ornamental licenses, which have to be renewed every year. Before getting another license, you have to take and pass an exam or get take 4 CEUs. The certified operator in-charge cannot apply or supervise the application of pesticides on golf courses, parks, athletic fields or cemeteries.

11. This certification is for: 

*Government employees who apply pesticides to lawns and ornamentals around government buildings. 

*Business owners or their employees who apply pesticides only to lawns and ornamentals on the owners’ private property.
This certification is required for the application of any pesticide, including herbicides to lawns and ornamentals listed in the following examples:

12. Some examples are:
*Government property: such as grounds around public buildings and schools.
*Private property: such as hospitals, nursing homes, grocery stores, restaurants, apartments and common areas of condominiums and any other private properties where the public may be exposed to pesticide applications. 

A person who has the Limited Lawn and Ornamental license may not supervise workers who do not have licenses. Only the person with the license may apply the pesticide. People may not use this license to apply pesticides to golf courses, parks, athletic fields or cemeteries. People with this license may not operate a pest control business. To qualify, a person must pass the Limited Lawn and Ornamental Certification exam. No special qualifications are required to take this exam. The FDACS Bureau of Entomology and Pest Control issues and regulates the Limited Lawn and Ornamental licenses. These licenses are good for 4 years. Taking and passing an exam or getting 4 CEUs is required to renew this license.

13. This certification is for commercial landscape maintenance workers who apply certain pesticides to plant beds and ornamentals. The certification allows these workers to:
*Apply pesticides to control weeds in plant beds only.
*Perform integrated pest management on ornamental plants using the following materials:
*pesticides with the signal word “caution” but not the words “warning” or “danger” on the label;
*insecticidal soaps;
*horticultural oils; and
*Bt.
14. Persons with this license may use only hand-held 3-gallon compressed-air sprayers or backpack sprayers that hold no more than 5 gallons. They may not use power application equipment. This certification is required for application of any pesticide including herbicides. A person who has the Limited Commercial Landscape Maintenance license may not supervise workers who do not have licenses. Only the person with the license may apply the pesticide. Applicators with this certification may not apply pesticides to turf, golf courses, athletic fields, parks or cemeteries or operate a pest control business.
15. The qualifications for this license include:

*Passing the Limited Commercial Landscape Maintenance certification exam.

*Complete 6 classroom hours of plant-bed and ornamental continuing education training approved by the FDACS Bureau of Entomology and Pest Control before taking the exam.

*Provide proof of being in the landscaping business for at least 3 years.

The FDACS Bureau of Entomology and Pest Control issues and regulates the yearly Limited Commercial Landscape Maintenance and Ornamental licenses. To renew this license, you have to take and pass an exam or get 4 CEUs.

16. Florida law requires pesticide applicators to post notices of any pesticide application they make to lawns and ornamental plants when these are a part of the landscape around a building. The posting requirement applies to the following licensed applicators:

*Lawn and Ornamental Pest Control Operator

*Limited Lawn and Ornamental and

*Limited Commercial Landscape Maintenance

The requirement does not apply to people with an Ornamental and Turf license. This license does not permit them to apply pesticides to landscapes, including lawns, around a building. The notice must be posted in an obvious location at the time the pesticide is applied to a lawn or foliage outside. The business name of the applicator or the name of the limited certification applicator must be listed on the notice. The diagram here shows the required design of the notice.

17. Some people want to be told ahead of time about pesticide applications on lawns, plant beds, trees or shrubs near their home. They may be sensitive to certain pesticides. Florida law requires the Florida Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services to keep a registry of these people. To get on the FDACS registry, a person must pay a fee. The person must also give FDACS a certificate signed by a licensed medical doctor in Florida. The certificate must identify the pesticides for which the doctor says that prior notification is necessary to protect the person’s health. In addition, the certificate must give the distance surrounding the person’s primary residence for which prior notification is required in order to protect the person’s health.

18. The FDACS Bureau of Entomology and Pest Control must provide information from the registry every 3 months to all businesses and people who have a current Chapter 482 license from the bureau. People who have limited certification licenses are included. The information includes:

*The names and address of those persons currently registered;

*The pesticides for which prior notification is required; and

*The distance for which notification is required.

19. Licensed applicators or limited certificate holders must notify the person at least 24 hours before the application of the pesticide to a lawn, plant beds, trees or shrubs, within the area identified by the medical doctor that surrounds the property on which the primary residence of the registered person is located. The notification must include the location where the pesticide will be applied and the type of pesticide to be used. Applicators may use the telephone, mail or hand delivery. The notice must include the location where the pesticide will be applied and the type of pesticide to be used.

The notification requirement does not apply to pesticide applications made by:

*Homeowners.

*Ornamental and Turf applicators or any pesticide applicators licensed under Chapter 487.
20. For more information contact FDACS or the University of Florida Pesticide Information Office.


21. We thank these universities for contributing photographs.
